


The legendary outfitter's new 
headquarters is a temple to flannel. 

Set against Seattle's vibrant tech scene, Filson's 6,500-square-
foot Sodo f lagship store is a to ta l anachron ism-exact ly the tone 
its designers had aimed to achieve. 

Two local archi tecture f irms, Dovetail and He l io t rope-a long 
w i th a team of art isan cabinetmakers and carpenters, metal­
workers, and a b lacksmi th - t rans fo rmed a century-old former 
saw blade factory into the new retail space, which emphasizes 
the brand's history as a clothier of prospectors on their way 
to the Klondike Gold Rush. 

"It's upstairs and out of sight, on a street w i t h very few 
adjacent shops," says Mike Mora of Hel iotrope, "We t r ied to 
tu rn tha t to our advantage and make v is i t ing the store an 
experience of d iscovery—a sense of t ranspor ta t ion to another 
place and t ime." 

To achieve this passage back in history, the archi tects looked 
to various points a long the Pacific Northwest 's cultural t ra jectory: 
Jack London's The Call of the Wild, Victorian-era museums, the 
photographs of Darius Kinsey. They also studied Filson's emphasis 
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Local architecture firms 
Dovetail and Heliotrope 
enlisted the expertise 
of cabinetmakers, carpen­
ters, metalworkers, 
and a blacksmith to 
achieve the cabin-esque 
feeling of theinteriors 
(below). Right: A 19-foot 
wood totem adds a 
dramatic vertical element 
to the retail floor. Oppo­
site: Filson's manufac­
turing operations are 
located in an adjacent 
workshop, viewable 
from the store through 
large windows. 

on craf tsmanship, as is evident in the structural and aesthet ic 
details. Barn doors made of hand-oiled reclaimed wine vats, w i t h 
custom bronze handles, lead the way inside, where the design 
team retained the original metal-truss roof and styled the walls 
w i t h a palet te of burnt woods and heavy black wainscot ing. 
A 19-foot hand-carved t o t e m greets visitors in the foyer, whi le 
a wood-burn ing f ireplace adds to the cabin-like ambience. 

The former factory also houses Filson's corporate head­
quarters and manufactur ing faci l i t ies; the latter, thanks to the 
expansive glass w indows tha t look into the sew ing room, 
are in full view. Given Seattle's place as the tech industry's second 
city, these homespun, rustic f lourishes provide a convinc ing 
counterpoint to the t rappings of the digital wor ld . -Janelle Zara 
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