CHANGE IS GOOD

Inside Washingto

NACS supports new menu-labeling legislation that addresses convenience retailer concerns.

BY JONATHAN TAETS

ast Novemberthe U.S.Food and
Drug Administrationissued its
long awaited menu-labeling
rule, whichunfortunately
appliestomore entitiesthan
originally anticipated, includ-
ing many convenience stores.

Fortunately, ourindustry has
alliesin Congressonthisissue. U.S. Representatives
Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA-5) and Loretta
Sanchez (D-CA-46) introduced the Common Sense
Nutrition Disclosure Act (H.R.2017) on April 23,a
well-crafted approach torequiring convenience
stores and otherretail food establishments to offer
caloricinformation to their customers.

McMorris Rodgers and Sanchezrecognize
convenienceretailers are not opposed to providing
customers with the type of caloric content informa-
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tiontherulerequires, but
retailers should be abletodo so
inawaythatmakes sensein
ourindustry. Infact, many
stores have the information
available today in some form
should customersrequestit.
H.R.2017 providesthe
reasonable accommodations
thatwill make it possible for
convenience stores to comply
withmenu-labeling regula-
tions —without creating an
undue business burden.

Unfortunately, timeisnot
onourside. The menu-
labelingrule, asit currently
exists, will take effect on
December1. For ourindustry
toreceive the meaningful
regulatory flexibility that H.R.
2017 would provide, the
legislation must see quick
actionby Congress.

Your help is
needed!
Contact your
representatives
today and

ask themto
support this
updated
menu-labeling
bill.

McMorris Rodgers and Sanchez are currently
seeking asmany bipartisan supporters as possible,
buttheyneedyourhelp. Contactyourrepresenta-
tivestoday and ask them to support thisimportant
bill. The NACS grassroots website (nacsonline.com/
grassroots) makes it easy for you to make your voice
heard onbehalfofthe c-store industry.

Jonathan Taets is the NACS director of government
relations. Hecanbereached at (703) 518-4224 or

Jtaets@nacsonline.com.
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